
WELCOME FUTURE 
TIGER SCHOLARS!



YOU WILL BE THE NEXT TO BREAK 
CURRENT RECORDS!
• HIGHEST COLLEGE CAREER MILITARY READINESS 

(CCMR) PERCENTAGE

• HIGHEST UT AUSTIN PASSING GRADES AND COURSE ACCEPTANCE

• $18,448,923.66 IN SCHOLARSHIPS TOP RECORD IN EPISD (CLASS 

OF 2021)

• TERRY SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS EVERY YEAR!

• QUESTBRIDGE FINALISTS EVERY YEAR!

• EPHS ALUMNI ARE REPRESENTED AT EVERY IVY LEAGUE IN THE 

NATION





GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
& 

ACADEMIC OPTIONS

Course Slide Show

https://episdorg-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/garamir1_episd_org/EcrP-sc3nllBvHMz4w0_kOABVorrVYNg36W0LITnbZJ4iQ?e=q8fkU0


PLAN FOR TODAY
▪HIGH SCHOOL BASICS

▪GRADUATION PLANS, ENDORSEMENTS, & 

DISTINCTIONS (HB5) ***GOLD STARS

▪EOC TESTING AND GRADUATION

▪COURSE SELECTION

▪EL PASO HIGH AND TRANSITION

▪MEET COUNSELOR (QUESTION AND ANSWER)



THE BASICS     
“THE LADY ON THE HILL”

➢ SCHOOL HOURS: 8:45 - 3:55

➢ BLOCK SCHEDULE

➢ “A DAY” PERIODS 1 – 4

➢ “B DAY” PERIODS 5 - 8

➢ SCHOOL COLORS: BLACK AND ORANGE

➢ SCHOOL MASCOT: TIGER

➢ SCHOOL SONG: “THE ORANGE AND BLACK”

➢ 4 FLOORS:

➢ 4TH: SCIENCE

➢ 3RD: ENGLISH, SPANISH, SOCIAL STUDIES

➢ 2ND: MAIN FLOOR - MAIN OFFICES, MATH

➢ 1ST : COUNSELOR SUITE, NURSE, STUDENT ACTIVITIES, SOME ELECTIVE COURSES

➢ PORTABLES:

➢ VOTED TOP 10 ”MUST SEE” STADIUMS

➢ VOTED MOST BEAUTIFUL HIGH SCHOOL IN TEXAS

➢ NATIONAL REGISTRY OF HISTORIC PLACES

➢ VOTES "BEST OF TEXAS" US NEWS

➢ YES, IT’S HAUNTED

https://episdorg-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cyphilli_episd_org/ES4WxYAK4DNBiyJiWSOYUgMBsdmQkS9BIZ0ozXQ2YBgAuw?e=kdqRS4


THE BASICS
HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT AND GRADING

▪ ALL COURSES WORTH .5 CREDIT PER SEMESTER

▪ A COURSE USUALLY 2 PARTS, 1PER SEMESTER

(EX: ALGEBRA 1A AND 1B)

▪ EARN CREDIT BY PASSING EACH SEMESTER (70%)

▪ GRADING:

▪ 2, 9-WEEK GRADING PERIODS PER SEMESTER

▪ 20% = CONTENT ENGAGEMENT

▪ 20% = CONTENT UNDERSTANDING

▪ 40% = CONTENT MASTERY

▪ FINAL COURSE GRADE:

▪ 85% FALL SEMESTER

▪ 85% SPRING SEMESTER

▪ 10% FINAL EXAM

▪ 26 CREDITS = HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA

▪ 32 CREDITS = EPHS BLOCK SCHEDULING



TEA HB5 
FOUNDATION PLAN 

WITH DISTINGUISHED 
ACHIEVEMENT 

In 2013, the Texas Education Agency 

(TEA) passed House Bill 5 that 

revamped graduation requirements 

for Texas students.

Required 

Subjects

Credits 

needed
STAAR EOC

English 4

English 1 (9
th
)

English 2 (10
th
)

Math 4
Algebra 1 

(8
th
or 9

th
)

Science 4 Biology (9th)

Social Studies 3 US History (11
th
)

Endorsements & 

Electives
4.5+

Foreign 

Language
2

Fine Arts 1

Physical 

Education
1

Technology 1

Speech .5

Health .5

Gold Stars for Student Transcripts

*5 Endorsement Plans

**4 Performance Acknowledgements

Graduation Requirements:

✓ Must pass 5 STAAR (EOC) Exams

✓ College Career Readiness Point

✓ FAFSA

26 specific credits = Texas Diploma

32 = EPHS credit opportunities



THE BASICS
TYPES OF HIGH SCHOOL COURSES

▪ REGULAR / ON-LEVEL

▪ PRE-ADVANCED PLACEMENT (PAP)

▪ ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP)

▪ NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED ADVANCED COLLEGE PREP COURSES

▪ EARN COLLEGE CREDIT BY PASSING SCORES ON AP EXAMS

▪ GIVEN THROUGH COLLEGE BOARD

▪ DUAL CREDIT /DUAL ENROLLMENT

▪ USUALLY TAKEN JR/SR YEAR

▪ COMMUNITY COLLEGE COURSES

▪ UT AUSTIN ON RAMPS COURSES

▪ EPCC P-TECH ASSOCIATES DEGREE IN COMPUTER 

SCIENCE

PRE AP, AP, DUAL CREDIT, AND ONRAMPS COURSES ARE WEIGHTED HIGHER THAN ON-

LEVEL COURSES – THIS AFFECTS GPA



LET’S TALK ADVANCED COURSES
1)OPEN TO ALL STUDENTS-BUT MUST HAVE RECEIVED CREDIT IN 

PREVIOUS COURSE(*EXCEPT DUAL CREDIT)

2) MORE RIGOROUS THAN ON-LEVEL COURSES

3) REQUIRE HOURS OF STUDY TIME, PLANNING AND ORGANIZATION

4) DUAL CREDIT DROPS CAN AFFECT FINANCIAL AID

5) DC GRADES ARE PERMANENT ON COLLEGE TRANSCRIPT

6) ON RAMPS AND AP COURSES ARE ADDED TO HS TRANSCRIPT

SELECT COURSES THAT ARE IN ALIGNMENT WITH YOUR FUTURE GOALS.

FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU PLAN ON BEING AN ENGINEER YOU WOULD TAKE 

ADDITIONAL MATH COURSES BUT MAYBE NOT ADDITIONAL SOCIAL 

STUDIES COURSES.



CCMR: COLLEGE CAREER MILITARY 
READINESS 

CCMR IS A GRADUATION REQUIREMENT

HOW DO I GET IT:

• * PASS AP EXAMS

• *ENROLLED DUAL CREDIT COURSES

• * ENLIST IN MILITARY

• * ACT/SAT/TSI QUALIFYING SCORES

• * ENROLLED IN BOTH COLLEGE PREP ENG. & MATH

• * CERTIFICATION CCTE

• EACH STUDENT MUST MEET AT LEAST 1 CCMR INDICATOR BY GRADE 12.



ENDORSEMENTS & HB5
This is your Graduation Plan of Study and should match your future goals.



ENDORSEMENTS SPECIFIC

TO EL PASO HIGH

❖ MATH

❖ SCIENCE

❖ ROBOTICS

❖ CPU SCI.

❖ BIOMEDICAL

❖CYBERSECURITY

❖ JOURNALISM

❖ JROTC

❖ LOTE

❖ Fine Arts

❖ 5 Social Studies

❖Multi-disciplinary

❖ Advanced

Multi-disciplinary

*Students can earn more than one endorsement.

*Endorsements appear on transcripts!



WHAT IS MY STUDENTS 
ENDORSEMENT? 

Review CCRP for your 

student at 

https://ccrp.episd.org

OR

Talk to your assigned middle 

school counselor

https://ccrp.episd.org/


ENDORSEMENTS CONTINUED….

• ENDORSEMENTS ARE SELECTED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 8TH 

GRADE

• ENDORSEMENTS DRIVE THE COURSES ASSIGNED TO A 

STUDENT DURING THEIR 4 YEARS IN HIGH SCHOOL

• TEA REQUIRES A STUDENT TO COMPLETE THEIR SELECTED 

PLAN BY GRADUATION

• SELECTIONS CAN BE CHANGED BUT THAT MAY NOT ALWAYS 

BE THE CASE DUE TO THE SPECIFICITY OF COURSES FOR SOME 

PLANS



ENDORSEMENT CONTINUED ...

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DETAILED BREAKDOWN OF YOUR ENDORSEMENT, PLEASE 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:

EPHS ENDORSEMENT WEBSITE

STEPS

1. CLICK THE LINK ABOVE (HOLD "CTRL")

2. CHOOSE THE ENDORSEMENT TAB

3. BROWSE ENDORSEMENTS

https://ephscounselingcenter.weebly.com/

https://ephscounselingcenter.weebly.com/




2021-2022
COURSE SELECTION PROCESS

• ON THURSDAY, OCT. 28TH COUNSELORS WILL MEET ONE ON ONE WITH EACH STUDENT 

THROUGH EITHER PE OR DOLLARS & SENSE CLASS.

• A COURSE SELECTION CARD WILL BE USED TO SELECT THE 9TH GRADE COURSES FOR 

2022-2023

• STUDENTS WILL TAKE A COPY OF THE COURSE SELECTION CARD TO PARENTS FOR A 

SIGNATURE

• PARENTS SHOULD MODIFY COURSES (REGULAR VS ADVANCED) AS NEEDED

• PARENTS MUST SIGN THE CARD

• STUDENT MUST RETURN THE CARD TO THEIR WIGGS COUNSELOR OR TEACHER

• EPHS WILL PICK UP CARDS FROM WIGGS IN LATE NOVEMBER

• EPHS COUNSELORS WILL ENTER DATA FOR COURSE REQUESTS BY END OF DECEMBER

• MAGNET STUDENT SCHEDULES WILL BE REVIEWED BY EPHS MAGNETS COORDINATOR 

AND ALPHA COUNSELOR AFTER ACCEPTANCE DATES

• ALL STUDENT REQUESTS ARE SUBJECT TO TRANSCRIPT REVIEWAFTER 8TH GRADE



SAMPLE OF COURSE 
SELECTION CARD

Choose One of Each Core 

Class.

▪ One English

▪ One Math

▪ One Science

▪ One Social Studies

Choose a Level for each 

course.

▪ PAP=Pre-Advanced 

Placement

▪ AP= Advanced 

Placement

▪ DL=Dual Language



• THE CORE CLASSES TAKE UP 4 OF 8 REQUIRED COURSES.

• 4 ADDITIONAL COURSES MUST BE SELECTED:

• GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS ARE ALWAYS SELECTED 

BEFORE ELECTIVES AND MAJOR SPORTS

• MAGNET REQUIREMENTS ARE SELECTED OVER 

ELECTIVES AND MAJOR SPORTS

• ENDORSEMENT REQUIREMENTS ARE SELECTED OVER 

ELECTIVES AND MAJOR SPORTS

✓ 8 CLASSES MUST BE SELECTED TOTAL

✓ COURSE SELECTIONS ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY, MAGNET 

REQUIREMENTS

✓ ALL STUDENTS MUST CHOOSE 3 ALTERNATE ELECTIVES IN CASE 

CLASSES BECOME CLOSED

✓ PLEASE REVIEW THE CARD WITH YOUR STUDENT, SIGN IT AND 

RETURN IT TO WIGGS



SAMPLE 9TH GRADE SCHEDULE

GRADE 9:

1. PRE-AP ENGLISH 1

2. PRE-AP DL GEOMETRY

3. BIOLOGY

4. AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY

5. SPANISH AP 4 (FOREIGN LANGUAGE)

6. FUNDAMENTALS OF COMPUTER SCIENCE (CTE TECHNOLOGY)

7. ELECTIVE: (FINE ARTS) (MAJOR SPORTS) (HEALTH/SPEECH) (CTE TECHNOLOGY) (PE) (FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE)

8. ELECTIVE: (FINE ARTS) (MAJOR SPORTS) (HEALTH/SPEECH) (CTE TECHNOLOGY) (PE) (FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE)



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

• ALGEBRA--DOUBLE BLOCKED MEANS 2 PERIODS ON SCHEDULE (EVERY DAY)

• ALGEBRA 1 PAP- ONLY 1 PERIOD

• LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH--NOT REQUIRED TO START WITH SPANISH 1

• FINE ARTS--ORCHESTRA, BAND, ART, CHOIR, GUITAR, PIANO, DANCE, 

FOLKLORICO

• PE REQUIREMENTS--PE, AEROBICS, MARCHING BAND, ROTC, MAJOR SPORTS, OR 

DANCE

• PUBLIC SPEAKING IN MIDDLE SCHOOL COUNTS AS A HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT BUT 

NOT FOR THE SPEECH REQUIREMENT



KNOW YOUR COUNSELING CENTER IS 
HERE FOR YOU….

SUPPORTS AND SERVICES INCLUDE:

• ACADEMIC COUNSELING

• SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL COUNSELING

• COMMUNICATION SUPPORTS WITH TEACHERS

• COLLEGE READINESS

• FINANCIAL AID SUPPORT

• COLLEGE APPLICATION SUPPORT

• MAGNET COURSE AUDITS

• ALMOST ANYTHING RELATED TO HELPING YOU GRADUATE AND BE COLLEGE READY!



ACADEMIC AND COUNSELING CENTER
COUNSELORS

• MR. OLIVAS-A-D HOLIVAS@EPISD.ORG (915) 236-2531

• MRS. TEJEDA- E-K KMTEJEDA@EPISD.ORG (915) 236-2516

• MS. LUEVANO L-P ADLUEVAN@EPISD.ORG (915) 236-2517

• MS. AGUILAR-ESPINOZA Q-Z CEAGUIL1@EPISD.ORG (915) 236-2519

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS COUNSELOR

• MR. MARTINEZ RMARTI10@EPISD.ORG (915) 236-2520

COLLEGE READINESS COORDINATOR

• MRS. SIMPSON CASIMPSO@EPISD.ORG (915) 236-2522

• INSTAGRAM AT EPHSCOLLEGEREADINESS

MAGNET PROGRAMS COORDINATOR

• MR. LOWEREE LGLOWERE@EPISD.ORG (915) 236-2500

GRADUATION COACH

• MELISSA ARREOLA MLUGO@EPISD.ORG (915) 236-2608

REGISTRAR OFFICE

(SUPPORTS-ONLINE REGISTRATION, TRANSFER APPLICATIONS, TRANSCRIPT REQUESTS)

BONNIE MEDRANO REGISTRAR PMEDRANO@EPISD.ORG (915) 236-2513

PRISCILLA ACUNA REGISTRAR ASSISTANT PYACUNA@EPISD.ORG (915) 236-2514

mailto:holivas@episd.org
mailto:kmtejeda@episd.org
mailto:adluevan@episd.org
mailto:ceaguil1@episd.org
mailto:rmarti10@episd.org
mailto:casimpso@episd.org
mailto:lglowere@episd.org
mailto:mlugo@episd.org
mailto:pmedrano@episd.org
mailto:pyacuna@episd.org


AFTER EL PASO HIGH… 
• HARVARD

• PRINCETON

• YALE

• DARTMOUTH

• U. PENN

• COLUMBIA

• DUKE

• BRANDEIS

• BOSTON UNIV.

• BROWN

• VASSAR

• NYU

• JOHNS HOPKINS

• UC BERKLEY

• UC SAN DIEGO

• ST. JOHN’S

• PACE UNIVERSITY

• BAYLOR

• LOYOLA MARYMOUNT 

• UT AUSTIN 

(PLAN II, LIBERAL ARTS 

HONORS, DEANS SCHOLARS)

• TEXAS A&M @ 

GALVESTON

• CAL TECH

• TEXAS A&M 

• UT SAN ANTONIO

• UT EL PASO

• ST. MARY’S 

• JOHNSON AND WALES

• UNIV. OF ARIZONA

• U OF HOUSTON

• UT SAN ANTONIO

• HOLLINS U

• U OF DENVER

• U OF NORTH TEXAS

• NMSU

• ST. EDWARDS

• BOSTON COLLEGE

• BOSTON U

• CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF 

TECHNOLOGY

• GEORGETOWN

• RENSSELAER 

POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE



EPHS MAGNET PROGRAMS

Magnet Overview slides CLICK HERE

Magnet 

Website: https://ephsmagnetprograms.weebly.com/programs.html

https://episdorg-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/cyphilli_episd_org/Ebb4mrOMIRZKknsOspdQIaEB-oXhI4mAajWUveSR-rfvjA?e=bPmKEq
https://episdorg-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/garamir1_episd_org/EWpnOYse9hNBjO2XD9sIhLYBHk1XBwbRPaT6lOcv4xxbfQ?e=DIEooj

